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INUIT PRINTS - THE ARCTIC'S PULL
September 13 through November 10, 2008

Two exhibitions recalling the mystery of the far north open at the Custom House Maritime Museum
on September 13. In the Custom House Maritime Gallery, Inuit Prints with Maritime Themes from
the collection of James and Alice Houston will display some 20+ images of whales, boats, hunters, seals,
walruses, and narwhales. The vibrant prints were made by skin stencil, stonecut, engraving and litho-
graph. In the Custom House West Gallery, a related exhibition, The Arctic’s Pull: New London’s Long
History with the North, organized by the Custom House Maritime Museum in partnership with the New
London County Historical Society and Mystic Seaport, will examine three facets of that history: Arctic
whaling, the exploration of the north, and New London’s ties with the Inuit people. Artifacts include a
walrus skull, a scale model of the Polaris, whaling harpoons, and photos of early 20th-century Inuit
visitors to New London.

An opening reception for both exhibitions takes place Saturday, September 13, from 6:30 to 8:00 pm.
The reception is free and open to the public.

September & October’s Third Thursday lectures develop the Arctic theme. See inside for details.

Above: A Whaler’s Dream, Pudlo, Cape Dorset, Nunavut Territory, stonecut and stencil, 1987. Pudlo was the yrst Inuit artist to have a one-man show at the National
Gallery of Canada. Right: Three Walrus, Sheowak, Cape Dorset, Nunavut Territory, skin stencil, 1960.

Find out more about our programs at www.nlmaritimesociety.org.

related events

SEPTEMBER
13 Opening
Innuit / Arctic

18 Third Thursday
Alice Houston

OCTOBER

16 Third Thursday
Fred Calabretta
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From the PRESIDENT

It is evident to many with whom I have spoken
recently that the Maritime Museum has taken notice-
ably impressive steps to become a legitimate center
for history, art and community events. Under the
able leadership of our new director, Susan, we have
witnessed exciting programs which have highlight-
ed the accomplishments and contributions of local
individuals, families, organizations and commercial
concerns. The fall programs promise to be no less
interesting and rewarding. Please spread the word and
try to visit often.

This is also the time of great optimism as we move ==

into phase two of our year-long celebration of the
Maritime Society and the U.S. Custom House itself.

A major focus will now be on soliciting contribu- £

tions and support for the operations and programs at
the museum via the special 2008 Lucille Showalter
Anniversary Fund. We ask your help in reaching
out to your personal, professional and corporate con-
tacts for signiycant ynancial support to sustain our
vitality as an institution and to enable us to continue
to make signiycant and collaborative contributions
to New London and its regional communities. Stay
tuned for the special mailing.

As always, | invite you to interest someone new to
the museum. Better yet, consider bringing in a new
member or renewing your own. May you have gentle
seas and fair winds. Greg Roth, Past President
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Tugboats & Lttle Toot: The Paintings and
Illustrations of Hardie Gramatky will be on
display in the Custom House Maritime Gallery
November 15 through December 23, 2008.

AMISTAD America, Inc. to the Custom House on July 10, 2008. Workshops
reached more than 150 New London school children. Shown above is NLMS
trustee Lonnie Braxton, 11, with Estrellas of Norwich greeting the crowd at the
Custom House pier. Our members’ reception brought out a standing-room only
audience for Gregory Belanger and William Pinkney of AMISTAD America,
historian Sally Ryan, and singer Diana Fripp of Young Audiences Connecticut.
Special thanks goes to Cross Sound Ferry, Inc. the reception’s primary sponsor.

We’d like to recignize all our 2008 education partners: AMISTAD America, the
City of New London, Kente, Mystic Seaport, New London County Historical Society,
New London Landmarks, New London Main Street, and New London Public
Schools. Only by working together will we succeed!  Susan Tamulevich, Director

EDUCATION & COLLECTIONS

The education department is hard at work getting ready for the fall
season, and new school programs have just been designed: “New London’s
Maritime Past,” “The Amistad,” and “Little Toot” are available for interested
teachers and groups; in conjunction with upcoming exhibits: “The Arctic’s
Pull” (Sept-Nov, 2008) and “Starr Street” (April-May, 2009). Call the Cus-
tom House if you are interested in receiving brochures. In November, be on
the look out for an open kid’s program, grades: K-3, building wooden Little
Toots, in conjunction with Hardie Gramatky’s exhibit. To end out the season
don’t forget to bring the kids down to this year’s Lights & Song. On December
6th, for the 3rd year they can enjoy making nautical Christmas ornaments.
Lights & Song will be my last event as the educator for the New London Mari-
time Society. After over 2 amazing years here at the Custom House | will be
leaving in December as my husband and | welcome our yrst child. Thank you
to all those who helped me make our educational programs phenomenal.

The collection department is moving forward with preparing a permanent
storage room. Cataloging and organization is already underway. Just some
of the recent additions to the collection include a scrimshaw tooth donated
by Capt. James Heydenreich, USCG (retired); Jibboom Club membership re-
ceipts donated by Bernard Skrupksy, Jr.; and an Ellery Thompson painting
donated by Robert Stewart. Thank you to all who contribute to our ever grow-
ing collection. Cassie Libardi, Museum Educator






